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TELEPHONE CONTERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND ABE PORT AS 
(to Mr. Fortas) 
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■ programs on the Court ? 



** r ' !>••» trying to hudl* this with the grMtut tact 
a© the wmy we worked it oat io that Nick and tho Solicitor Central ara Ht >» 
call on the Chief J uatica. . eoo instead of my doing it. . 
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W«H wa need it right quick, though, ho cause they* re. alroody anno »-r j* 

in the Hone and Senate aad all ©rer the damned place and we need to talk 
to the leaders. . .like talking into a big microphone. . 

I know. Assd that* a why I asked Nick to get oeer there sight away. .1 talked 
to him thie morning and ha's going to take the Solicitor General aad do It. 

■All right. How many men on the Commission are we going to hare? 

Well. If you had Dulles and the General, and two from the House, two from 
the Senate, then the Chief Justice. . 

Wko do you think oi ns tho Gtatrti ? 

Oaly one I can think of and I don't know many of those fellows. . .Is Noretadt. . 
• • e e if 1 hnd any Ido* who w® wanted* « • 

So 1 thought we’d probably hare to take Eaetland aad the ranking minority 
member of the Judiciary Committee aad similarly on the House but maybe 
aot. . .it wouldn't necessarily be Judiciary Committee.. 

Yes, bag Seller. . God 1 hate to. . . what would you think about John Me Corf ?> 
instead of General Noretadt ? 1 

I think thafd be great. . he's a wonderful man. . and a very dear friend of mine 
. .Pm derated to him. 

Let's think along that line. . now, can we do this by Execudrs Order. 

Tee sir. 



Can we infringe upon the Congress in any way in doing it. . . relfect cm ther 
in any way? 
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wiU thiak tb« C«a« a « .rf JtOj 3T “"'••ttgatia**. . . I tUak tta ctxmtrr 
^ «, •* —* 

- . k*d to hlvl . . I?". LS*iI • “^Ar** 1 * 

tar* Ra*»«il than r.— «»alra»j» . , . would rather 

anything . . that wmld ’ ’ ° *2 u!!^* 1 " ***** ^ for ““•* 
about ttat taeaaa* I £* Md U *~«* I dUa*t 



Pd Uk* to tar* Raa.aU as *d Cooper. . .b« my two. 

SSSSl. 1 * 



■id* w* could g*t 



c“ , .° od *— ■—• i - • /.Uow b „ .... _ 

W.U. O-f. lAu I mwn. -ud I eko^t, thu ^ ^ |a| „ ^ 

TTtat do you ba TS to g « t ttaougb? 

WolX X m**« Ju«t tta agsraomosS ttat ttaVll do tkia i. n _ . 

iar**tig*tio». . ril ®° tUj * ia U«« of a Sees*© and Boas* 

W *H* ta 4 # agr**dto that.. 

That'o wo»l«r£ul 



^^l^Corraack ta* afr»*dt® it„..i ^,5^! . . . 

^deCullocb. . ta'a tta raafciag Republican ££ * ***** “* ***“••• *tat fallow 
1 w«ld (kink Jtrrj Tort mu U good * R.^SciZT*. "*' J,rrT • 

W * U “* , '“ k * fl "- ^ • :u urn. ca c* 
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I don't lcaow whether he'd take it or not. . . Tu, I think thaf'd be pretty g*6d. 
I don't know whether we'd get sway. . . it might be e slap et Bale If we did 
that. . 



That's whet Pm afraid of. . 

Might be. . ought to Hale and McCullouch. . 

Tea sir. . . I wonder if we aren't etuck with Hale. .... 

Is beard to say "Mac. writs those names down for mo before 1 forget them 
. . . we have the Chief Justice . . John htcCXey and Allen Dalles . . that's three. . 
are'il try to get Jerry Ford ae a Republican and Bala Bogge as a Denurerai. . 
in the Houae. .then we'll try to gat Russell and Cooper*. 

Now I don't know the Chief Justice may wot want to do fete bat I'll 
Nick immediately and see if he's got a report yet. He should bars gone 
oeer there right away. .1 really gare him the hot-foot.. 

Well, they're already announced it. . you call him back and see what the 
hell is happening. . 

Who’s announced it. 

• got down. . . you see I h a d to tell him what wo were cents nyl *+*^g 
... so he got deem on the floor of the House. . *'•*— ~t Jerk got up and said 
something. . so he thought he had to show his knowledge. . 

Oh. Lord. I thought you m e ant he'd Just amouace the Bouse was going to 
investigate. . . 



WelL no, he announced there wme going to he a high-level commie sien 



I aee 

That> why I'm waiting. . .and I don't know. I guese wo have to talk to then* 
fellows before we announce we're going to appoint them, don't we ? 

Tea air 

All rtght. Pm not tesd. . . .1 think we ought to order the 11 ** to de It 

and let them bellyache. . 

Thank you sir. 

Ton call me. now. Bye 
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Date: September 20, 1993 



Processing Note 



Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Abe Fortas 

(to Mr. Fortas), 12/29/63, 1:15 p.m. 

Although dated in December, according' to the dictabelt 
identification slips, the conversation took place on November 29, 
1963, at 1:15 p.m. 



Claudia Anderson 
Archivist 
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